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Sunday Worship 
10:00 AM 

Youth Group Party 
 

The Faith UCC Youth Group 

had  a Christmas Party for their 

December meeting at Pizza 

Ranch. They enjoyed pizza, ar-

cade games, and spending 

time together. 

Christmas Caroling 
 

The Faith UCC Education Class went Christmas Caroling at   

Addington Place. They enjoyed music and treats Dec. 14th. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

The Faith UCC Congregation had a worship service on 

Christmas Eve with an invitation to share in communion.  

The picture was supplied by Rev. Marcy Heil from the pulpit. 

Annual  
Meeting  
Sunday, Jan 29, 2023 
  

The meeting will begin im-

mediately after the Sunday 

worship service. The agen-

da will include voting for 

2023 Vestry and committee 

members and reviewing the 

2022 year. 
 

The printed annual booklet 

will be available Sunday, 

January  22nd, and a digital 

copy emailed to the mem-

bers of the church. If you 

are a friend of the church 

and would like a copy of 

the digital booklet, please 

email the church office.  
 

After the annual meeting, 

there will be a potluck 

meal, please bring a dish 

and share with the group.   

Youth Program: ABC’s of Christmas 

http://www.faithuccmuscatine.com
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Pulpit supply 

January 1  Rev. Barb Muhs 
 

We will welcome 2023 in with a bit of trivia, some festive singing as we look ahead to the 

New Year. Like the Magi, we will center around ways that we too can follow the Christ child 

throughout our lives. While living our lives we encounter those like Herod. Are we wise 

enough to escape, confront, or TRUST in God to lead us? Scripture:  Matthew 2:13 - 23  

January 8  Rev. Barb Muhs 
 

The Baptism of Christ. Reflecting on Christ's baptism, we reflect on our own baptism. Promis-

es made, promises kept, promises broken. Our baptism may have only taken a few minutes 

in a worship service - it takes a lifetime to live those promises out. We will have a collection 

for the Blanket Sunday offering, after the church will take down the Advent decorations.  

January 15  Rev. Marcy Heil 
 

"Come and see" Jesus tells his new friends who will become part of his first flock. Jesus must 

have made an amazing impression upon them because they stayed with him until the end. 

What kind of impression did Jesus make upon you that you followed him? 

Scripture: Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

January 22  Rev. Marcy Heil 
 

The calling of the disciples by Jesus must have seemed like a huge responsibility. But, have 

you ever noticed that Jesus selects and calls his closest colleagues two at a time. Jobs 

seem smaller when we take them one (or two) steps at a time. What kind of big jobs could 

we make easier by taking them in steps? Join us, it is Rev. Marcy’s Birthday! Scripture: Isaiah 

9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; Matthew 4:12-23 

January 29  Mike Morgan  
 

Mike will lead the worship hour, we will have the Annual Congregational meeting after wor-

ship hour, and then stay for a potluck meal together, please bring a dish to share.  

Search and Call Committee Update 
There was no meeting in December, the next meeting will be on January 16th at 7 p.m. 

Blanket Sunday, January 8th  
"Love never fails." - 1 Corinthians 13:8 
 

When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can make all 

the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was created—to 

give a kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult 

time, reminding them that they are not alone. Through the generosity of 

CWS partner organizations, congregations, and individual supporters, our most vulnerable 

neighbors around the world can feel safe and keep warm with fresh linens and clean 

sleeping quarters. When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a 

long way. Please make checks payable to Faith and in the memo add Blanket Sunday.  

A New Year at Faith! New Congregational Life Grants 
 

These grants help us to be an active and supportive Church. If you have a request for a 

Grant to help support our spiritual and missions interests, you can find the request Form 

HERE. Forms Due in the office by Feb. 15th. 

https://mcusercontent.com/c059ea353820350e1fff69edd/files/ce967ebb-5a49-5356-6322-81c8f81936b5/UCC_Grant_Request_Form.pdf
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Community with Faith 

Open and Affirming 

The ONA held their meeting on Dec. 1, 2022   

They discussed the Ukrainians - Tom Emerick reminded everyone the needed items for four 

Ukrainian families in Muscatine. An invitation to our Christmas Eve service will be sent to 

neighboring churches.  
 

Frantz went to view the presentations from the Quire. He’d like to share the presentation 

with the Vestry.  We were potentially looking for the Quire to present in lieu of a sermon.  

Have a segment available and share it on a zoom meeting and invite the worship         

committee so they would hear it, too. That way they would understand. 
 

Discussion of Boundaries, Rev. Willie Rosin, Zion Lutheran Church wrote in Discover Muscat-

ine, “Do we welcome those who words, and actions are harmful? It takes intentional plan-

ning and work to make it true in its best sense – that this place welcomes diversity and inclu-

sion while not condoning abusive or violent words or actions. . . . truly make that place and 

space welcome and safe for all.” https://discovermuscatine.com/all-are-welcome/ 
 

Safety, Harm, and Welcome 
 

Free speech and personal beliefs are valued and central to safety and welcome. Our ONA 

Covenant, respects and welcomes all people from all walks of life in a true way. Words hurt, 

and we need to be held accountable for harm.  Words sometimes can be more hurtful 

than actions because the memory of hurtful words can last a life time. The committee     

recognizes people’s rights to personal opinions yet hopes those opinions are expressed in 

ways that are not hurtful. The Vestry has updated the employee handbook over time which 

contains personnel policies that prohibit discrimination. Frantz reminded us that we have an 

ordained minister and employees. In addition, all our members are considered ministers, 

and therefore, can be held accountable for their actions and words. People are entitled to 

having their own opinions. How do we welcome in words and actions? Where is the line  

between personal opinions and expressions that might be harmful to others? How do we 

put our biases aside and truly welcome everyone for who they are?   
 
 

Mindfulness needs to be considered. Are my words  

necessary and is there thought before I express them? 

They discussed that people’s words can be triggers  

and cause trauma. The ONA Committee may explore 

holding a mindfulness seminar in the future. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Sue Johannsen:   

Picture by the Open and Affirming Committee.    

Thank you Faith Family and Friends  
 

Thank you so much for the generous grant and extra donations that allowed us to again 

provide for families in need in Muscatine County. Due to the generosity of our congrega-

tion, we were able to provide- 
 

• Christmas trees & decorations for seven families and their homes 

• A twin bed for a family along with bedding 

• Two dressers for families in need  

• A large screen TV and 3-D Blu Ray Player to a new Ukraine family 

• Christmas Gifts for forty children in need within Muscatine County ($50 of gifts per child) 
 

Faith United continues to be a wonderful supportive congregation for local families in 

need during the Christmas season. I feel so fortunate to be a part of such a loving gener-

ous group who give so abundantly in Christian love to those who are less fortunate than 

ourselves. Your gifts also provide warm moments for my staff when we are to provide gifts 

for the children we work with as it touches their hearts as well. Faith United proves them-

selves to be AMAZING neighbors to those in our community once again!  
 

       Wishing everyone a blessed 2023! - Deb Hagy 

https://discovermuscatine.com/all-are-welcome/
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Vestry Summary from Dec 12th, 2022 

Reports: 
 

Treasurer - November’s Budget Report - Fairly typical budget for the month of November. 

Funds from previous ecumenical Muscatine Youth Group fund – place in existing youth 

group trip expense benevolent fund and re-label Youth Group Expenses. Motion to move 

by Mark Butterworth, 2nd by Julie Kundel, motion carries. 
 

Deacons’ - Stewardship Update: Received 61 pledges.  
 

Elders’ - Review membership listing - Review in spring.  
 

Trustees’ – Organ room - Mike Morgan visited with person reviewing organ. Said there were 

several items to review, wiring and heating. Organ company will send some estimates for 

updating the organ to digital, and other proposed upgrades. Trustees will review. 

Working on heating in the sanctuary - Dave met with Kelly, changed out a few small parts, 

batteries dying on the thermostat. Back to heating sufficiently. 
 

Unfinished Business 
 

• Organ room heating, to contact the insurance company - Mike Morgan 

• Additional outdoor lighting to be reviewed. maybe next spring. 

• Sunday school room ceiling repair/paint and by the whiteboard.  

• Downstairs air conditioning bids - waiting until spring. 

Parking lot hedge trimming- waiting until spring. 
 

New Business 
 

Action Items: 
 

• Look into adjusting grant time frames and updating the form for Jan. 2023 VOF. 

• New January Pulpit supply schedule? 

Pest Control Contract renewal. Approved renewal of contract for $770.40. 
 

2.   Updates: 
 

• Transformational Ministry Grant - Submitted and received!! Will purchase Wi-Fi thermo-

stats for church. 

• ONA update (Deb/Allison) – next meeting Jan. 5 @ 6 p.m. – The committee is reaching 

out to other churches to welcome them at Christmas Eve Service. 

 Ukrainian Family update - TV/Blu-ray player gifted, getting support from the 

church as needed. There are a few young, aspiring photographers in the families. 

May be able to connect for a photograph in exchange for a donation. 

 Sign Task Force (Scott/Julie)- need to get contractor/materials pricing before 

continuing, Likely will meet sometime in January. 

 Group is exploring finalizing design. 

 Search and Call/ Pulpit supply – Dec. 19 @ 7 p.m. 

 Follow-up on contacting potential candidates from Seminary. 

 Anticipating another conversation with a candidate in Feb ‘23. 

 Green team update – Jan. 3 @ 4:30 p.m.  

 Frantz disposed of the old bulbs. 

Missed a few bulbs in downstairs restrooms, need more bulbs. 
 

3.  Quick Items: 

• Vestry nominations for the Deacons, Elders, Trustee positions for the 2023 year. 

• Annual meeting on January 29, 2023. 
 

Adjournment with the Lord’s Prayer   

The next meeting is on January 9, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. 
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Faith United updates  

Faith UCC Green Team News 
 

Faith's Green Team Meeting was on December 6th. 

 

The Green Team is happy to report that all fluorescents 

have been changed out to LEDs.  Some have two LED 

lamps rather than four fluorescent lamps, but the amount 

of light is comparable. The overflow area adjacent to the 

sanctuary was not changed recently.  The members who 

play the bells questioned if the lighting had changed. The 

lighting in the overflow was changed from fluorescents to 

LEDS a number of years ago.  Incandescent light bulbs still 

exist.  

 

Frantz wants to go to church to count and locate the in-

candescent lights. Tim and Sue are available to help.  

 

We know there are a couple of bulbs in the organ area 

and the attic. Stage Lights There are four stage lights in the 

sanctuary and three are burned out. These lights are very 

high and will require a lift or extensive scaffolding to re-

place.  

 

Outside Lighting in the meditation garden, bottom doors, 

and back doors to the parking lot will be updated next 

spring. 

 

Disposal of fluorescent lights – The Green Team was        

responsible in disposing of the old ballasts and fluorescent 

bulbs.  Private citizens can take their fluorescents to the 

Transfer Station for disposal. A church cannot. Frantz     

collected and delivered all the unwanted bulbs and    

ballasts to the Scott County location that accepts         

hazardous household waste.  The cost is over $600,         

240 bulbs and 52 ballasts that were 170 lb. PCBs were     

suspected in the ballasts.  

 

Solar possibilities were discussed. One idea was to reach 

out to our neighbor next to the church to learn about their 

experience. The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) will provide 

30% of the cost of a solar installation. Moving toward solar 

is timely.  

 

There has been some talk about planting trees and com-

munication is important so trees are not planted where a 

solar array might be placed in the future.  

 

Charging stations offers options for those driving electric 

vehicles, EVs. A Charging station would run on the same 

line to the grid as a solar array. 

Charging stations could be  

funded in part through the       

Inflation Reduction Act, IRA. 
 

Next meeting is on Jan. 3rd.  
 

If you are wanting to show love 

of creation, please join the 

Green Team. 

Friendship Circle 
 

There is no meeting in Janu-

ary, the next meeting will be 

on Thursday, February 2nd at 

10:00 a.m. 

Harmony Guild  
 

The next meeting will be held 

on March 4 for our annual 

"Come in from the Cold" 

Brunch with our annual 

"March Senior Resources sup-

port" meeting. We will publish 

the list of needs in the Febru-

ary newsletter.  

MCSA Room #5 
January Sponsors  
 

Jan. 1- Erin, Lauren, & Skyler 

Plemmons in honor of KSDS 

Assistance Dogs International  
 

Jan. 8- Available  

Jan. 15- Available  

Jan. 22 - Available  
  

Jan. 29 -Jim & Kathy Trosen in 

honor of Family of Faith at 

Faith UCC.  
 

Church Office Note: 
 

For a $25.00 donation you 

can sponsor an available  

room for someone at the lo-

cal homeless shelter.  
 

Talk to Lisa in the Church of-

fice for available Sundays in 

2023.  

 

Please write the check out to 

Faith UCC, and in the memo, 

you may add MCSA Room # 

5 donation.  
 

We will add to bulletin in hon-

or, memory, celebration for 

what or who you hold d dear 

to your heart.  Thank you! 



 
Faith United community  
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Sunday  
Adult Forum 
 

 

Jan 8, 2023  

Slow Epiphanies 

Focus scripture  

Matthew 3:13–17, p. 1172  

Additional scriptures  

Isaiah 42:1–9, p. 883 

Psalm 29, p. 684 

Acts 10:34–43, p. 1339  

 

Jan. 15, 2023  

Called Together 

Focus scripture  

Isaiah 49:1–7, p. 893  

Additional scriptures  

Psalm 40:1–11, p. 694 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9, p. 1387  

John 1:29–42, p. 1289  

 

Jan. 22, 2023  

Following the Call 

Focus scripture  

Matthew 4:12–23, p. 1172  

Additional scriptures  

Isaiah 9:1–4, p. 844 

Psalm 27:1, 4–9, p. 682 

1 Corinthians 1:10–18, p. 

1387  

 

Jan 29, 2023  

Beautiful Vision 

Focus scripture  

Matthew 5:1–12, p. 1173 

Additional scriptures  

Micah 6:1–8, p. 1129 

Psalm 15, p. 673, p. 673 

1 Corinthians 1:18–31,        

p. 1387 
 

Sue Johannsen,  

Group  Leader 

Wednesday Night Adult Forum 
 

We will be starting a new book called: The Luminous Web: Es-

says on Science and Religion Paperback by Barbara Brown 

Taylor – Author. 
 

The book description on amazon is as follows:  
 

In these essays on the dialogue between science and     

Christian faith, Barbara Brown Taylor describes her journey as 

a preacher learning what the insights of quantum physics, the 

new biology, and chaos theory can teach a person of faith.  
 

In explaining why the church should care about the new in-

sights of science, Taylor suggests ways we might close the 

gap between spirit and matter, between the sacred and the 

secular. We live in the midst of a “web of creation” where 

nothing is without consequence and where all things coexist, 

even in such a way that each of us changes the world, 

whether we know it or not. In this luminous web faith and sci-

ence join on a single path, seeking to learn the same truths 

about life in the universe.  
 

The books are in the office if you requested one, the cost is 

$15.00. Thank you.  

               Mike Johannsen, Group  Leader 

Christmas Program Thank You Notes: 
 

• Thank you to Jan Collinson who made cookies, sewed the 

cute cookie bags for the kids to collect their Christmas 

goodies in, and helped serve the treats after the Christmas 

program. Marcy Claussen who helped her serve and to 

John Elshoff who made the coffee. 

• Thanks to Theresa Hanson (my other cookie baker  

      extraordinaire) who made many of the cookies.  

• Thank you to Alice Huss who provided candy treats for the 

kids to go along with the cookie treats after the Christmas 

program.  

• Thank you to Tim Stelzner who helped me get the          

Bethlehem back drop as a true back drop.  

• Thank you to McKenna and Claire Schumaker who helped 

make props for the program.   

• Thanks to Lauren Plemmons who stepped in to help when 

needed and to Keaton Sharar who came to sing and pay 

bells to be included as one of the participants.   

• Thank you to Harmony Guild who provided money for the 

kids treats and other Christmas program things I needed. 

• Thank you to Lisa Allen - who always has had great ideas 

for this advent adventure - who always keeps me sane, 

who is highly creative with the programs and scripts and 

making it so easy for the kids to read them; and who does 

all kinds of things without asking.   

• Thanks to Mary, Julie, Tom, Kim. Nancy and Tammy who 

helped backstage with costume changes, offertory, and 

anything else that needed done.   

• Thanks to all the kids who came to participate, the parents 

who brought them to practice and church, and to the 

who helped in any way asked.  Couldn’t have pulled it off 

without you all.     - Beth Elshoff 

  

Funding Future  

Leader Offering 

In February we will have  

a special offering         

supported by the Iowa 

Conference to be taken 

on February 5th to fund 

scholarships.  
 

The scholarships are for 

Members in Discernment 

who are from Iowa.  



FAITH UNITED MEMBER AND FRIENDS  
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January Food Pantry  
 

Resources needed for our 

neighbors and friends in 

need this January. For the 

January collection we will 

be collecting Box Dinners 

that do NOT require meat to 

be added to them. 

January Birthday  
Card Shower 
 

January 5th  

Michael Morgan 

3301 Anastasia Pl  

Muscatine IA 52761 
 

January 17th  

Sandra Roth 

Addington Pl., Apt. 207   

3515 Diana Queen Dr. 

Muscatine IA 52761 
 

January 20th  

Sharon Hanssen 

2202 Oak Valley Drive 

Muscatine IA 52761   
 

January 23rd  

Gary Lewis 

2807 University Dr #135 

Muscatine IA 52761  
 

January 30th  

Diane Littrel 

2446 Lucas Road 

Muscatine, IA  52761 

January  

Birthdays 
 
 

 3 – Matt Weggen 

 4 – Pat Burnette 

 5 – Michael Morgan 

10 – Marcie Hanssen 

12 – Windy Welsch 

13 – Chris Rada 

14 – Watson Hays 

14 – Rich Carroll 

14 – Tory Hunt 

15 – Carla Reynolds 

17 – Dustin Plemmons 

17 – Sandra Roth 

20 – Sharon Hanssen 

22 – Rev. Marcy Heil 

23 – Tonya Estabrook 

23 – Don Frost 

23 – Mike Harrison 

23 – Gary Lewis 

23 – Steve Rada 

24 – Alec Chartier 

26 – Todd Schneider 

30 – Diane Littrel 

January  

Anniversaries 
 

18 – Justin & Lena Botkin  

21 – Darla & Watson Hays 

Sincere Condolences 
 

Sympathy to the family of Margaret Heerd, Margaret was a member of Faith UCC, she 

passed away on Tuesday, December 13, 2022, at the age of 96. Cards can be sent to Pat & 

Caleen Pagel, 2130 4th Avenue, Muscatine, IA 52761 
 

Sympathy to the family of Ryan Castle on the death of his grandmother, Gladys Castle. 

Gladys passed away on December 15th at the age of 90. Cards can be sent to Ryan & Alli-

son Castle and family, 2569 Canterbury Road, Muscatine, IA 52761. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers 

To all who are sick or with injuries, and to all of their caregivers, Kelly Ingstad, Keith & Nancy 

Stych, Sandra Roth, Myung Sharar, Chad Morgan, Cory Tomlin, Audrey Beckey, Melanie 

Kraklow, Linda Hardin, Frank Kelly, April & Alex Barnhart, Lisa Kundel, Daryn & Carol Cain, 

Lane Clausen, Tony Greenwald, Amy Carter, Nancy Hultquist, Allison Odell, & Leroy Deters. 

Thank You Notes   
 

• Thank you to Connie Miller and Margie Kundel for the wonderful program and good 

food at the Friendship meeting in December.   

• Thank you to Pat Mundell and Nancy Wangberg for organizing Harmony Guild's Annual 

Christmas Dinner meeting. An evening of tasty food and fellowship was enjoyed!  

• Thank you to our December worship volunteers: Deb Hagy, Tom Emerick, Mike Morgan, 

Julie Emerick-Kundel, Lanette Morgan, Erin Plemmons, Pat Mundell, Nancy and Dave 

Wangberg, The Schumaker family, the Weggen Family, Mark Butterworth, John Elshoff, 

and Tim Stelzner, Rev. Marcy & Rev. Barb, and to Beth Elshoff for directing the Christmas 

program and all the helpers, and advent readers, and candle acolytes. - Faith UCC 

• Thank You Faith UCC members and friends, we collected 57 items for Emmaus, 72 items 

for Domestic Abuse Shelter, and 491 items for the Local Diaper Bank. We are grateful for 

these purchases to help those in need. - Outreach committee 

• Thank you very much for all the beautiful Birthday Cards and messages I received,       

especially at this busy time of the year. I have enjoyed and appreciated each one.         

- Donna Reed 

Congratulations 
 

To Sue and John Muir, their 

granddaughter, Ava Kathryn, 

was born on, Dec. 20th.  

Aaden is her big brother,  

and her parents are  

Melissa and  Aaron Kulow.  

All are doing well!  



Faith United Church of Christ    |    That They May All Be One   |   We Are An Open & Affirming Church     

Faith United  
Church of Christ 

3307 Mulberry Avenue 

Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

VOF NEWSLETTER 

January 2023 

Faith United Church of Christ - Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We the members of Faith United Church of Christ declare ourselves to be an open and af-

firming church.  
 

We affirm all people are individuals of sacred worth created in the image of God.  
 

We embrace and celebrate the diversity of the human family and God's unconditional 

love for ALL, including but not limited to people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gen-

ders, gender Identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic conditions, physical, mental 

and emotional abilities, faith backgrounds, nationalities, marital status, languages, and ed-

ucation levels.  
 

We invite and encourage all persons into full participation by sharing in the life and leader-

ship, ministry and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of member-

ship in our Faith community.  
 

We welcome all to journey together in faith toward greater understanding, compassion 

and mutual respect.  
 

We believe that in meeting each other in Christian love, God's spirit frees us all to give, to 

grow, to be ourselves, because,  “No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, 

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.”        - adopted April 7, 2019 

Ways to Continue Supporting the Work of the Church: 
 

The church is more than just a building. We the people are the church, and we will continue 

to find ways to be a community that shares in the love of Christ together. To help maintain 

all that we do, your monetary offerings to the church are welcome. 
 

Our options for giving currently are:  
 

• Drop off your envelopes to the locked mailbox by the front door, in Box 3307 with a Faith 

UCC sign on the box used by the church. (Push it to the back of the box after opening 

with the front handle). If there is mail going out clipped to the front, just slip yours over 

the mail into the back of the box and we will retrieve it.  

• Send in the mail to 3307 Mulberry, Muscatine Iowa 52761. 

• Talk with your bank to set up a direct payment to the church.  

• Use our website link for the church’s PayPal, transfer charges apply. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 Advent Poinsettias  

 shared by our members  

 in Memory of Loved ones 

 

 Brad Soule Family   

 Dan & Alice Huss 

 Mark & Deb Hagy 


